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The Mayor’s Space

Mayor Brian Dalton We all look forward to our Dallas businesses to safely reopen and prosper. There are so many factors at
play that it would be unwise to hazard a guess when Polk County will be scheduled to reopen, but we are
hopeful it will be soon. A small piece of good news that just arrived is that businesses throughout the
state in the retail sector can open this Friday, May 15", though several other sectors must await the Coun-
ty’s Phase 1 Plan.

Thinking longer term, like great wars transform societies, this epic Virus experience is likely to change our
society’s ways — how we socialize and work. Here’s my view.

First, many folks will be fleeing the crowded life in big cities to achieve a sense of safety and well-being
(not to mention, affordable housing). A Harris Poll in April found that nearly a third of Americans are con-
sidering relocating to less crowded places as a direct result of COVID-19. Respondents aged 18 to 35 were
the most likely to be thinking about a move.

Second, many folks have been successfully working remotely from home, telecommuting. Many businesses have discovered that
this works just fine and will likely trend this way in the future. Many large, central city office buildings, normally crammed with
harried commuters from the suburbs, will likely be dinosaurs in this new era.

Third, more manufacturing and certain services now farmed out to foreign countries are likely to return back to the US to be more
responsive and buttress our resilience in times of crisis.

Fourth, many folks have now been suddenly exposed to a very desirable “new normal” - uncrowded highways, fewer trips to the
gas station, cleaner air, buying home-made/home grown supplies, gardening, Reminded of these lost virtues, will people want to
go back to the old normal of traffic jams, dirty air, et al? Let’s guess, no.

These and other such factors will be shaping a new reality for Dallas. Importantly, if we embrace this paradigm shift, we will pros-
per but if we can’t or won'’t, the gold ring will be out of our reach as it passes us by.

Fortunately, there is every signal that we will flourish in this new environment. We keep talking accurately about ourselves as
Mayberry USA, small-town America at its best. There is comfort here and with telecommuting and reshoring industry and the
seeking for authenticity there is every reason to believe that society will move our direction to set up shop. Going into this, 84% of
folks with jobs who live in Dallas commuted out of town for work. | predict that is close to a peak and our new mantra might be:
“Work where you live, live where you work.”

Even with all our attributes, if we are to truly succeed, we cannot just sit back and let our positives speak for themselves. Rather,
we must project out to the world that we are a warm and welcoming place, not only to live but be family and work.

As this pestilence plays itself out in the way it will, in their hour of need, it would be wise to do what you can to shore up our local
businesses so they will be here for us when this is over. Buy a gift card, take some take-out, write them a nice letter of encourage-
ment, sew them a mask. Little things count in a life this complex.

We at the City are trying to get this right and appreciate all the angles this crisis is dealing us. So, please keep up a dialogue with
us as to what we can do to help.
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In the Spotlight: Dallas City Hall Opens Its Doors To the Public

Starting Monday May 18, 2020 Dallas City Hall will begin opening it’s doors to the public on a limited F
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basis. Employees and members of the public are encouraged to wear masks while visiting City Hall. If . CITY HALL &
you do not have a mask of your own, the City will provide you with one. The City of Dallas is eager to : :
support local businesses in re-opening their doors safely and healthily. If you have questions regarding

the re-opening of City Hall, please call the City Manager’s Office at: 503-831-3502.

Here’s how and when you will be able to visit City Hall:

e Finance Department: Open from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. An employee will monitor the front door
of City Hall to allow a single patron/family into the office at a time.

e All Other Departments: Open by appointment only. Please Call: 503-623-2338 to setup an ap-
pointment

Thinking About Building a New Fence or Shed?

Spring is the perfect time to get started on new projects around the house. With the Governors shelter in place orders, many are
finding they have ample time to kickoff new construction projects. Fences and Accessory Structures (Sheds) are two very popular
projects homeowners partake in this time of year. Before building a fence or accessory structure, it’s a good idea to check with the
City of Dallas. Both fences and accessory structures may require a building permit in order to be properly constructed. Why does a
homeowner need a permit to build a fence? The answer is almost always safety. For example, in the City of Dallas limits the height
of fences and walls within a front yard setback to four feet. If a front yard fence is taller than 4 feet, it may obstruct the view of cars
driving down the street, pulling out of driveways, or turning at intersections. For more information, please follow the links below.

Click here for more information regarding fences Click here for more information regarding accessory structures:

In November of 2019, the Dallas City Council adopted a resolution establishing the Dallas Hometown Heroes Program. This pro-
gram was initiated by the city as a way to honor and recognize Dallas’s armed forces members. Banners will be displayed on the
600-900 blocks of Main street starting May 15 through mid-June.
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https://www.dallasor.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5720/Fences?bidId=
https://www.dallasor.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5718/Accessory-Structure?bidId=

